Sample Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor,

Amendment 4 Will Cost Florida Jobs 

Legislative Session is upon us and the top concern for Florida’s lawmakers is tackling record unemployment in our state. However, this work is overshadowed by Amendment 4—a proposed change to our state constitution, which threatens to drive Florida’s unemployment rate even higher.

If passed, Amendment 4 would require taxpayer-funded referenda for any change to a local government’s comprehensive plan. This measure would often force voters to decide hundreds of minor, technical plan revisions on a single ballot.  

According to a study conducted by The Washington Economics Group, Amendment 4 would likely cost Florida over a quarter-of-a-million jobs. Professor Tony Villamil, a former economic advisor to Governor Bush and the lead economist for WEG stated, “Amendment 4's passage will have potentially devastating consequences to Florida's economy”. Villamil’s report indicates that Amendment 4 would further damage our economy by killing jobs and raising unemployment at a time when Florida’s working families and small businesses can least afford it.  

Florida’s Agency for Workforce Innovation recently reported that February’s jobless rate rose to a record high of 12.2 percent. Clearly, the last thing Florida needs is Amendment 4, a proposal which would rapidly accelerate this alarming trend.

Amendment 4 is a reckless, short-sighted proposal which would undermine efforts to diversify Florida's economy by creating unpredictable and chaotic business conditions. And while Amendment 4 is a bad idea in any economy, the current recession would make it nothing short of catastrophic. VOTE NO on Amendment 4!

Sincerely,

